CHECKING IN

Tony and Edna Fernandes, an enterprising Goan couple in Canada

Tony Fernandes was brought up at Parra in North Goa and studied at Monte de Guirim before graduating in Commercial Art in Bombay. Like every enterprising Goan, Tony too flew to greener pastures in Dubai. After working there for nearly thirty years, he used the UAE as the stepping stone to proceed to Canada, along with wife Edna and children – Denise, Denzil and Dahlia, seven years ago.Tony and Edna were on holidays in Goa, where each of published the second edition of their respective books.

Tony’s book “Goa: Memories of My Homeland” captures the “simple, rustic life of Goa” through poetic outpouring, short stories, articles and artistic sketches. While the Goa edition was published at Pilar Industrial Training Institute in January this year, the first edition was printed by Ecletica Publications Lindsay, Ontario-Canada, in April 2004. The same holds good for Edna’s rare volume on “Savour the Flavour of India”, which is a collection of tried and tested Goan and other Indian recipes “just the way mother made them”. Within no time, “Savour the Flavour” has emerged into a popular book doing good sales in the state.
Tony says, “I have always been interested in art and ventured into things artistic, most of which is in the form of drawing and painting, which I use in commercial advertising. Later I branched out in designing stained glass and things like, for a reputed company in Dubai. Subsequently, I took to computer graphics, doing display signs using CAD design and signage for corporate events.”

The highly articulate Porrikar, good at photography, also enjoys doing handicrafts side by side. He designes miniature violins which they sell at almost every Goan community event held in Canada. He loves music too. “Though not a great musician, I play…by the ear…the organ, piano, harmonica, and lately I have taken up playing the violin too.” For Tony, it is never too late to learn, and says that he is “catching up on a few tunes on which he missed out in childhood.” He has done part-time DJying too and treasures a fine collection of oldies. 
Edna Fernandes, who was born and brought up in Bombay Central, went to the Gulf while still a teenager. She is the daughter of a veteran tiatrist, Freddy Barbosa, who wrote and directed several plays and composed a number of popular Konkani songs.

“To become an ambitious and successful person, comes from my dad,” Edna says. She was into finance and worked for a French bank in Dubai for 25 years, before they decided to move to Canada for better prospects for their children, whose early education was in Dubai and in Panchgani and Pune. Having completed their studies in Canada, their eldest daughter (Denise) is already a junior accountant, the son (Denzil) is a network administrator, while the youngest daughter (Dahlia) aspiring to take up singing after graduation. Dahlia sings Konkani numbers superbly. All the children speak Konkani fluently, with a Goan accent, adds Edna.
The family are cultural ambassadors of Goa in Canada in several ways. Though coming come a finance background, Edna always loved cooking  and specializes in Goan pickles. “That’s how I started with Viva Goa in Canada three years. With enough success to goad me on, I went on to tap the Canadian market with the highest exhibition – One of a Kind – I did was for 50,000 exhibitors. And there on I did all the exhibitions in different parts of Ontario.” Well now she is a well known author of cookbooks too.
Edna asserts, “I will continue to be an ambassador of Goa showcasing my pickles, Edna’s pickles.”

Tony and Edna return to Mississauga, Ontario-Canada, later this week after “having enjoyed a very very good time in Goa”. The cheerful couple look forward to return home for good in a couple of years as they are extremely fond of Goa. Their’s is a beautiful house – Denizalia – which over the years has acquired the reputation of a landmark and is called “boat house” in Parra by virtue of its architectural design. 
Though away from homeland since 1998, they live and think Goan always. The multi-talented couple have even moulded their three children too take interested in music and other things Goan which they themselves missed when they were young.
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