President Address. AGM  26 March 2006.

On behalf of Toronto East Goan Seniors Association executive committee I would like to welcome all of you to the 2nd Annual General meeting.

We have come a long way from our humble beginnings of 70 members in 2004 to 430 in 2006.The motto of the executive committee during its inception has always been to promote social and cultural activities and respond to the priority needs of our seniors. This goal I am pleased to say we have achieved. 

The Association has indeed accomplished much more than expected. A generous grant of $2000 together with a certificate of accomplishment was received from the City of Toronto in 2005. Our Social and Cultural events during the past two years were greatly welcomed and admired by many. In between we had the Constitution written, and designed the Association logo. With a healthy bank balance we were able to subsidies certain functions and events. We were fortunate in acquiring the Commander Park Arena Hall for our social activities and we are indeed grateful to the Parks and Recreation Department. And now I would like to thank the executive committee for their excellent work and dedication shown throughout their term in office. Sitting at the table is Vice President Romero Dias, Treasurer Anthony Saldanha, General Secretary Bel Remedios, Social Secretary Elsie Fernandes, Cultural Secretary Olga Madeira, Communication Co-ordinator Uvy Lopes, and Editor Netto Noronha. Absent Trip Co-ordinator Vivien Dias.

There is much to be done, and one area that needs looking into is long term health care for our seniors in the east-end. This issue may not seem to be urgent at this point in time for some members, nevertheless our Association should not loose sight of the growing seniors population in Scarborough and its surrounding areas, and should in the near future address this important issue.

Since we have a lot of ground to cover this afternoon, I would like to conclude by giving a brief background of this Association. How it all began…In 2003, Bel Remedios, Elsie Fernandes, Hilary Fernandes and I met and decided to start a new seniors club in Toronto East as there were many seniors who were unable to join the only other club (St. Francis Xaviers Seniors Club), because of long waiting periods. The need for an opportunity to enhance the quality of life, promoting our roots and culture, were fundamental to this decision. Our dream evolved into TEGSA. A steering committee was soon formed and its members were Bel Remedios, Elsie Fernandes, Hilary Fernandes, Cecil D’Cruz  Antonio Monteiro, Romero Dias, John D’Souza and I.

Today, ladies and gentlemen I would like to acknowledge and thank these fine people for their great contribution in laying the foundation of TEGSA. It is my earnest hope that our Association will continue to grow and be of benefit to our members.

Thank You
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