

55 PLUS GOAN ASSOCIATION WEST GTA, INC

NEWSLETTER

We had a Vision……and that Vision has come to pass, as we turn back the pages of time and reminisce to  the day that we, the Executive Committee, Founding members, sat together, to figure out how we could form an Organization in the  West End,(similar to our Sister Organization, TEGSA),and with only at “Ground Zero Base” to start this going …..at that precise time, it was hard to imagine, ….but if we had a Crystal Ball………Well folks,,,,,,the rest is History…………!!!!!! 

As you can appreciate, we have tried to give you “the best possible entertainment you have come to expect, thus far!!!  

On behalf of our Executive Committee, I am pleased to send out special  Christmas Greetings to all our members, especially those who have helped and supported us in achieving the formation of our Association since it’s inception  3 years ago.

Without the enthusiastic and ready support of all our co-ordinating committee and endless hours of planning nothing could have come to fruition.  Therefore, I am proud to report that we started off with a ground zero base, then at the next general meeting, we had 65 members and now it has soared to at least 400+ and is still growing..!!

Most importantly, we have each and everyone of you to thank, especially in supporting us at our last Christmas celebration, in every which way possible. It was a rousing success and a memorable one at that!!

I trust that the past celebrations will renew and strengthen shared traditions and cultural ties.  It also provides an opportunity to reflect on the freedom we all enjoy in Canada in our “adoptive” country and to celebrate your part in making our organization a definite success!!  Special recognition must go to all those who have contributed their time and many talents in helping to organize this past event and trust this will continue, so that you all can enjoy the company of friends and family at our upcoming events, i.e. check out our website at www.goanvoice.ca. (It is my earnest hope that these “get-togethers” will serve to strengthen the ties that bind us, in order to keep our organization up and running & to pave the way for our future sons and daughters to “step in our shoes” in the years to come! )
I would be remiss if I did not mention our grateful thanks to our sister organization in the East End (TEGSA),

Namely, Uvy Lopes and Bel Remedios and Claude for initially taking that “first step” in giving us their full fledged support in forming this Association and still work behind the scenes in giving us their advice! 

Another most important figure is Mr.Roque Barreto who was instrumental in assisting us with the Constitution . His tireless efforts and patience is very much appreciated!!

Our gratitude goes out to all the advertisers, printers, caterers, donors helpers and contributers who have assisted us thus far.  To all those who did not receive personal letters, who were missed out, please accept our thanks and excuse us for our “oversight”.  A million thanks to all whether mentioned by name or not.!!

Last, but not least, let us not forget our parents and relatives who have preceded us to the hereafter and who have paved the way for our future life in our adopted land.

  We had a Vision – and that Vision has been exemplified in all our events 2005-2007…

………And as the Clock starts ticking…and the final Count-down begins…..and when the OLD Year turns to NEW, 55 PGA Executives will sadly look back and reflect on days gone by………..  !!

.Thank you and here’s wishing the New Executive good luck (See you all Next Year – 2008!!!!

Muriel Lucas – General Secretary

55 Plus Goan Seniors Group-West GTA.
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 Exec.Committee Members:                        

President



-  Tony Fernandes

Vice President


-   Paul Nazareth

General Secretary


-   Muriel Lucas

Treasurer



-   Gerry Almeida
 

Assistant Treasurer


-   Francis Fernandes

Social Secretary


-   Juliet Rebello

Trips Co-Ordinator


-   Vivien Fernandes

Communications/Editor

-   John D’Souza

(Ex Vice-President) – Mathew Rodrigues.
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