The International Goan Convention, July 23rd-27th 2008
www.2008goanconvention.com 

 University of Toronto-Mississauga Campus
The objectives of this convention are two-fold:

1. To foster a sense of Goan identity in the diasporic community, specially the youth, some of whom may be second or third generation removed from Goa.
2. To create an awareness for the state of affairs in Goa currently and how the diaspora may help in achieving sustainable growth and development at home.

We hope to achieve these goals through two main components - workshops and presentations.  Several interactive workshops will allow participants to experience the Goan culture and traditions of cusine, music, drama and language.  Other contemporary workshops will focus on fashion design and writers craft, both with a Goan emphasis.  The presentations are designed to inform the community of what is happening in Goa today, and how this may affect Goans abroad.  One environmental workshop will elucidate how the current global changes will affect the local Goan ecology and how we can all work to mitigate it's threat.

WORKSHOPS - July 23rd to 25th.
Traditional culture 
The Konkani language workshop and the Traditional Goan Cuisine workshop will recognise that our seniors are the custodians of information related to our heritage, traditions and culture. This richness will be forever lost if not passed on to the younger generations. Keeping this in mind both these workshops will be led by seniors with the following content

1. The Konkani workshop will impart basic conversational Konkani to the attendees. 

2. The cuisine workshop will center around the importance of food in Goan feasts and celebrations, and typical meal plans will be discussed and created.

3. The music and drama workshops will focus on the traditional music and how it is incorporated into the 'teatro'.

Contemporary culture
The Fashion Design workshop and the Writers craft workshop will serve to inspire attendees to pursue their ambitions in non-traditional careers in the arts. 

1. The Fashion workshop will be led by Wendell Rodricks, the internationally acclaimed fashion designer, who will deliver a three day workshop to interested participants.

2. The Writers workshop will be led by Victor R Ribeiro, an internationally published author (his novel, Tivolem, has been very well received) and attendees will also have exposure to other well known published authors.

The Environmental Workshop will be hosted  by Dr. Helga R. Gomes and Dr. Joaquim Goes, internationally renowned Environmental scientists who will deliver a workshop on one of the globe’s “hottest” subjects.  Clinton Vaz will put their concerns into a local context for the participants.

PRESENTATIONS - July 24th & 25th

The presentations will focus on but not be limited to Fine arts, Literature, Music, Education, Entrepreneurship, Media, Information technologies, environmental issues and social activism through non-governmental organizations. All presentations will need to have either a local or diasporic content for the Goan community.

EVENING ENTERTAINMENT - Separate ticketed events

“Goan Idol”- Thursday, July 24th evening contest in keeping with the traditional love of music that runs through the veins of all Goans. This is an opportunity for individuals to showcase their talents.  Please submit your entries at www.2008goanconvention.com/idol  Only a limited number of entries in each category.

Super Hit Tiatro, Friday, July 25th evening, a traditional Konkani Concert which promises to be entertaining and will incorporate some use of English and theatrics so that everyone can enjoy the performance. 

The Convention Ball - Saturday, July 26th evening 

We are working on coordinating a fashion show using designs of up-and-coming Goan Fashion designers with the intention that this will be previewed at the Convention Ball

WEEKEND EVENTS
Viva Goa - Saturday, July 26th - Downsview Hangar   One of the largest social gatherings of Goans in the Greater Toronto Area.  Activities include a soccer tournament, volley ball tournament, several dozen stalls featuring everything Goan from ceramics to spices.  Continuous entertainment and delicious traditional meals.

Village Community Picnic - Sunday, July 27th - Erindale Park  Organised by the International Alliance of Village Associations is expected to draw up to a thousand participants to the venue occupying all 6 staging areas.  Activities will include traditional Goan village games.

